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erfect abstract, impels me lo recommend the passage of an act
lookiug to the compilation of a complete and _perf et absiract by
the Commissioner of the guncml Luud.Oﬂl.cc. .IL can ouly be done
in a perfect manuer by him or under his direction. )

{ also herewith transmit a resointion of the Capitol Bourd,
adopted at its mecting ou the fourteenth instant. The coustry,
the Governor, aud your honorable bodies are fallv apprised of the
difficulties attending the erection of this the temporary eapitol build-

o
m"]‘his resolution was adopted by the Board after s personal and
careful examination of t_h(: building and its surronmlin;‘.rs,. and T add,
after a personal inspeetion hy myseif, nud it is u patent fact that in
cage of a continned heavy rain, that this building would be seri-
ously endangered.

An immediate removal of the rubbish around the building, and
the raising of the sidewalks, and plicing heavy stone davemems
thercon, with high curving, as well us ruch other repaii as will
readily stggest themselves, are imperatively demanded, and I re-
commend the appropriation of the sum named in the resolution for
that purposc. .

T am, gentlemen, vespectfully yours,

Jno. IRELAND,
Governor of the State of Texas.

OricE or COMPTROLLER,
ATsTIN, Febraary 1., 1883,
Fon, Jolin T dand, Governor of Texas, Anstin, Texas:

Si:—By an aet approved August 19, 1876, providiug the manner
of eollecting the taxes doe on all lands which have not been ren-
dered for taxation from 1870 to 1876, the Compiroller was required
to make up a list of all such unrendered lands and forward same to
the severnl counties to be procecded agrinst, as direeted by the act,

The compilation of this Jist wus besun by Comptrolior S, tL
Darden, but in the progress ol the work the duliculties that pre-
sented themselves were =0 serfous  that, in his annual report o the
Governor for the year ending August 31, 1878, he stated that it was
dmpossible to make up a list of the narendered Jands with proper
aceuriey.

.On the twenty-fourth of April, 1879, the act of Aungust 19, 1376,
wag repealed, and a new act pussed, with the view of mecting the
difficultics which existed in the orizinal statutes,

The work was prosecuted under the new act, and in 18580 the lists
for about forty countics were completed and forwarded to the sev-
cral counties.  These lists were compiled from old and imperfect
records, and were found io he =0 inacenrate that the Seventeenth
Legislature, at its special sexssion, passed an act suspending all pro-
ceedings on said lists until the Comptrolier could prepare such lists
as were considered accurate,

The work was continued Ly

[Ton. W. M. Browp, Comptroller,

with the new ahstracts of land titles and the impossibility of mak-

ing correct lists has been o clearly demonstrated, that T deem it
proper to eall attention to the xubjeet that some steps may be taken
looking to a {inal disposition of the guestion.

Seme of the difficulties in the way of compiling accurate lists of

the unrendered lands are cvident even 1o the most casunl  ob-
server.  In almost cvery county of  the State  the  rendi-
tion  of lands for taxation has  been s inaceurate as  to

make it, in a good number of cases, impossible to determine,
by compurison with the abstracts, what grant the assessment
was intended to cover. 1t is not an unusual ocenrrence that owners
of lands, in rendering same, give. instead of original wrantee, the
tame of the party who conveyed the title to them, and in many in-
stances o grantee Is given; in other cuses, Where (here are gseveral
grants in the same county in the same name, the renditions are so
Imperfecet that it is impossible to determine which srant is meant.

tna creat many instances the taxes may have been paid by the
owners in ful’, but the imperfeet renditions, make identitication im-
possible, and should lists be compiled {rom such imperfect data, the
rights of citizens in many eaxes wonld be violated, and a ¢loud cast
upon the title to property which, in fact, was free from any claim
for tixes due the State,

his is no new question now presenting itsell for the first time.
Asfur back in our history as 1530 we lind @ statute, approved Feb.
ruary 11 of that vear, which wus enacted to reach the rame evil in
YUr fax system that our present law wag intended to correet.  Fol-
OWing up the action had under that law we tind the same unsatis-
factory results, The sume conditions that existed then exist now,
lf"l[dcr ng e compliance with the law impossible without involving
Terlousty the rights of property holders. )
l\l_fft“_""'il‘.‘é to the Comptroller, on. Jas. B. Shaw, for the year
R “In the progress of the

. I speaking of this sulject he says:
vXamination (motwithstanding every means have been nsed ro guard

“,éf‘f'_!lﬁ't i, Liind it exceedingly difiiculf. and in some instances im-
bossibie, owing to vagueness of its deseviption, to identify w consid-

erable portion of the property rendered in the different counties,
with the Commissioner's abstract, in consequence of which many
tracts of land are linble to be sold for taxes which have already been
paid.”  In his report for 1854-5 the Comptroller, Mr. Shaw, in al-
luding to the some object, says: “ Subsequent experience has only
strengthened the belief that the present law is not adequate to the
object for whichi it was enacted. and that the public interest requires
that it should receive the attention of the Legislature at its present
session,” In his succeeding report for 1866-7, he again states that
subsequent expericnces has only strengthened the belief that our
pre=ent law is inadequate to the object of its enactment.

Thus we find that the same difficulties we labor under now pre-
sented themselves in the carly history of the State, and the matter
drageed along from year to year without a satisfactory solution.
The difficulties which were considered so great even when Texas
was in ber infancy as a State, have increased a thousand fold, and
the errors growing greater by the lapse of time, have rendered it
pow impossible to muke even an approximately correct list of lands
which have not becn rendered for taxation.

On the twenty-second of April, 1871, anact was passed prescribing
how property might be free from haclk taxes,providing that any person
who should render and pay the State and county taxes levied by
that act, for the year 1871, and threc times the amount of State and
county taxes so assessed and paid, should be fually acquitted and
discharged of all demands of the State upon property so paid on for
hack taxes of any character.

Under the provisions of the act authorizing veluntary renditions,
large amounis were paid into the treasury; taxpayers often ren-
dering property for taxation, which had not been assessed for ten or
welve years.

Allusion is made to past legislation upon this subject to show how
unsuceessful have been all Iaws in the past in reaching the lands
which hiave not heen rendered for taxes. The difficulties have in-
creased with cach year, and in view of this fact, and the further fact
that many of the land owners of the State are desirous of paying the
back taxes on their lands, and thus relicve them of any claim on the
part of the State. 1 would respectfully suggest that the attention of
the Legislature he called to this subject as one of great importance
to the people.

I would therefore recommend that the act of April, 1879, be
amendad by the Legislature at the present session so as to permit
the owners of Iands which have not been rendered for taxes to ren-
der the same for all back years to the assessor of the county in
which the land is situated.

It is belicved that a considerable sum will be realized to the
State by adopting this method.  Under the present law, no person
can pay their taxes, however much they may desire to do so, until
all the forms preseribed by the act of 1879 are complied with.

Respect fully,

Wy. J. Swamx, Comptroller.

OFFICE OF CAPITOL BOARD,
ATsTIN, February 14, 1883,

Reso' red, That it is the sense of this Board that the immediate ap-
proprintion, by the Legizlature, of the sum of sixteen thousand dol-
Jars ($16.000) is absolutely necessary for the protection and safety of
the temporary State capitol building; a portion of said amount to
be at once applied for sewerage. drainage and fire protection, the
balance to be used for interior and exterior finish, and for grading
and paving, ete.. as set forth in the report and estimate of the super-
intendent of construction of said building previously submitted.

Resaleed further, That His Excellency, Governor John Ireland,
President of the Capitol Bourd, be and is hereby respectfully re-
quested to transnrit this resolution to the Legislature.

The forcgoing resolution was unanimously adopted by the Capitol
Board wta meeting of -aid Board held this, ihe fourteenth day of
Febraary, 1883

Respectfully.
Jxo. T. DICKINSON,
Secretary of the Board,
On motion ol Senator Pope, the Senate adjourned until
10 o’clock to-morrow morning.

THIRTY-THTIRD DAY.

SExATE CHAMBER, |

AusTiN, February 16, 1883, §

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment,
Licutenant-Governor Martin in the chair,
Roll ealled.  Quorum present,
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Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. Smoot.

On motion of Senator Traylor, Senator King was indef-
initely excused, on account of sickness.

On motion of Senator Gibbs, Senator Buchanan was ex-
cused for three days.

On motion of Senator Stratton, Senator Shannon was ex-
cused indefinitely, on account of sickness.

On motion of S nator Chesley, the reading of the jour-
nal of yesterday was dispensed with,and the same adopted.

Senator Evans presented a petition from the citizens of
Fannin county, asking {or an amendment to the loeal op-
tion law. -

Referred to Judiciary Committee No. 2.

Senator Gibbs presented a petition from citizens of Dal-
lag, and in the village of East Dallas, protesting against
the extention of the corporation of the city of Dallas.

Referred to Committee on State Affairs,

Also, a petition from the citizens of East Dallas, pro-
testing against amendment of the charter of the city of
Dallas, so as to absorb them, as is contemplated by bill
being published, to amend the charter of said city.

Referred to Committee on State Affairs.

Senator Gooch presented a memorial from a portion of
the citizens of Palestine, asking that an amendment be pro-
posed to the State Constitution, changing article 8, section
9, of the same, making the taxing powecr plainer, author-
izing citizens to make other permanent and useful public
improvements besides public buildings.

Referred to Committee on Constitutional Amendments.

Senator Farrar presented a petition of the mayor, city
council and citizens of Corsicana, in reference to amend-
ing section 9, of article 8, of the Constitution of the State
of Texas.

Senator Kleberg presented a petition of citizens of Jack-
son county, asking the Legislature to release them from
the payment of State taxes for 1882, and donate the same
to said county.

Referred to Committee on State Affairs.

Senator Traylor, chairman of Commitiee on Claims and
Accounts, submitted the following report:

CoMMITTEE RooMm,
AvusTIN, February 16, 1883.
Hon. Marion Martin, President of the Senate: .

Your Committee on Claims and Accounts, to whom was referred
the memorial of Lewis Eilers, asking for an appropiiation for the
payment of certain school vouchers and claims, have carefully ex-
amined the same, and s majority of your committee insiruct me to
report the same back with the recommendation that the report he
adverse to the payment of said vouchers and claims.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

TraYLOR, Chairman.

Senator Gooch, chairman of the committee of the whole
Senate, submitted the following report:

SENATE CHAMBER,
AusTiN, February 15, 1883,
Hon. Marion Martin, President of the Senate:

Your committee of the whole Senate, to whom was referred cer-
tain resolution of instruction to the Committee on Public Lands,
would respectfully report to your honorable body that they have
carefully considered the same, and report the following 15 series of
resolutions as instructed to said Committec on Public Lands, and
recommend their adoption:,

1. The bill shall contain provisivns, both for sale and lease of
the school land.

2. The land shall pot sell for less than $2 for unwatered land, $3
for watered land, and 35 for timber land, suitable for lumber, and
$3 for timber land not suitable for lumber.

3. The timber useful for lumber may be sold at not less than —
dollars per acre, cash, and the land reserved from sale except to
actual settlers.

4. Pasture lands not timbered, shall be leased by competition in
suitable bodies for ranch purposes, for not less than four cents an
acre, nor for longer terms than ten years; provided, that for actual

settlement, said lands are to remain on the market for sale, in bodies
not to exceed 640 acres, to any one actual settler; provided, that
parties leasing less thah five sectionsof land shall not be subject to
the claims of actual settlers; and provided furiher, that where the
lessee has but one watered section, the samne shall not be subject to
sale during the continuance of the lease.

5. The land shall be sold on thirty years’ time.

6. The rate of interest shall be 5 per cent. .

7. The principal on deferred payments shall not be paid for ten
years after sale.

8. Forfeiture of the land shall be provided for without judicial
ascertainment.

9. The amount of land that may be purchased by any one person
shall be confined to one section for farming lands, or to any nmount
to suit purchaser when classed as pasture land.

10. The lands classed as agricultural shall be sold to actual
settlers only, unless it lies in such a shape as to be used more advan-
tageously in the sale or lease of large tracts of land more suitable for
grazing purposes.

11. Actual settlers shall have a prior right for six months from the
time the lands are placed on the market to purchase lands npon
which they are located, so as to include their improvements, at the
minimum price fixed by law. .

12. The sale and lease of the land shall be made under the direc-
tion of a board, to be composed of the Governor, Attorney-General,
Secretary of State, Comptroller, Treasurer and Commissioner of the
General Land Office, under such rules and regulations as said board
shall prescribe.

13. The bill shall provide for an examination, classificatior and
description of all mineral lands by a mineral expert.

14. In the sale of pasture lands no more than one section of

watered land shall be sold to one individual, where the same will
prejudice the sale of other sections.

15. That the Committee on Public Lands be further instructed to
so provide, in the draft of the bill, that competition in the sale or
purchase of the school land be secured, if possible.

All of which is respectfully submitted. -
GoocH, Chairman.

On motion of Senator Davis, the reading of the report
of Senator Geoch was dispensed with until called for.

Senator Fowler introduced a bill to be entitled ¢ An act
to amend articles 8752 and 3758, chapter 3, title 78, of the
Revised Statutes.” (School law.) :

Referred to Committee on Education.

Senator Terrell introduced a bill to be entitled “ An act
for the further regnlation of railroad companies in the
State of Texas by creating a railroad commission and
Staﬁe ’engineer, and to prescribe the powers and duties of
each.” )

Referred to Committee on Internal Improvements.

On motion of Senator Peacock, 100 copies of the bill
just introduced by Senator Terrell was ordered printed.

Senator Matlock introduced a bill to be entitled * An act
to create Wheeler, Oldham and Donley land districts.”

Referred to Committee on Public Lands.

Also, a bill to be entitled “ An act to attach certain un-
organized counties to the counties of Wheeler, Oldham and
Donley, for judicial purposes.” ,

Referred to Committee on Judicial Districts.

Senator Gooch introduced a bill to be entitled “ An act
to amend article 422, chapter 5, of title 17, of the Revised
Civil Statutes, so as to permit cities to pay their bonds in a
less time than ten years, and limiting the rate of tax to
pay the same.” :

" Referred to Judiciary Committee No. 2.
Also, a bill to be entitled “ An act directing the officers

of the State how to compute the annnal available fund

arising from bonds purchased for the school fund and
other trust funds, at a premium, and providing against the
diminution of the principal of the permanent funds here-
tofore or hereafter invested.”

Referred to Committee on Finance.

Senator Pope introduced a joint resolution to amend
section 28, article 16, of the Constitution of the State of
Texas,
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Referred to Committee on Constitutional Amendments.
Senator Farrar introduced a joint resolution amending

section 9, of article 8, of the Constitution of the State of

nm - sl

leﬁzfcrred to Committee on Constitutional Amendments.

Senator Davis introduced a bill to be entitled “An act to
authorize the Attorney-General to procure an official seal
for the use of his department.”

Referred to Judiciary Committee No. 1,

Senator Perry introduced a bill to be entitled “An act to
amend articles 4370, 4371 and 4372 of the Revised Stat-
utes, providing for the laying out and opening public
roads.’ ]

Referred to Committee on Roads and Bridges.

Senator Pope introduced a bill to be entitled “Au act to
regulate telegraph companies in the State of Texas.”

eferred to Judiciary Committee No. [.

Senator Getzendaner introduced a resolution to inquire
into the expediency of establishing a superintendent of the

ublic free school system of the State.

Referred to Committee on Coustitutional Amendments.
~ On motion of Senator Cooper, for Committee on State
Affairs, 100 copies of Senate bill No. 24, “An act to au-
thorize the Gult Pier and Harbor Company, of Galveston,
Texas, to construct a protected pier and harbor in the
open gulf opposite the city of Galveston, and to grant cer-
tain lands, rights, uses and privileges in aid of said enter-
prises,” were ordered printed.

Senator Stratton, by request, moved that 100 copies of
Senate bill No. 240, “An act to aid in preventing the spread-
ing of smallpox, and to provide sanitary regulations for
guidance of the State Health Officer, and other State officers
and employees,” be printed for use of Senate.

Adopted.

The President laid before the Senate the report of Sen-
ator Gooch, Chairman of the committee of the whole. On
resolution of Senator Gooch, said report was read, and on
motion of Senator Houston, was adopted, and referred to
Committe on Public Lands for instruction.

Senator Gooch moved to reconsider tho vote by which
the report was adopted, and to lay the motion on the table.

The motion was laid on the table by the following vote :

YEAS—25.

Chesley, Gooch, Peacock,
Collins, Harris, Perry,
Cooper. Houston, Pope,
Evans, Johnson of Collin,  Randolph,
Farra_r, Johnston of Shelby,  Stratton,
Fleming, Jones, Terrell,
Fowler, Kleberg, Traylor,
Getzendaner, Martin,
Gibbs, Matlock,

. NAYS—2.
Davig, Pfeuffer.

. Senator Martin moved to suspend the rules and take up
>enate Joint resolution No. 15, limiting taxation.

Rules suspended, and Senate joint resolution No. 15,taken
'p with committee amendments or substitute for body of
esolutlonz and read second time.

On motion of Senator Davis, the substitute of committee
‘as adopted.

Senator Gooch offered the following amendment:

After the word bridges,” insert ‘streets, sewers and
eal permanent improvements.”

Adapted,

Senator Chesley offered the following amendment:

Amend by striking out and inserting as follows: ¢ For
:e cm_lstruction and repairs of public buildings not to ex-
*8d 25 cents, and, except for repairs of roads and bridges,
1o exceed 15 cents.”

Lost.

Senator Matlock offered the following as a substitute:”

Sucrion 9. The State tax on property, exelusive of the
tax necessary to pay the public debt, shall ncver exceed
thirty-five cents on the one hundred dollars valuation, and
no county, city or town shall levy more than twenty-five
cents on the one hundred dollars valuation, except for the
payment of debts incurred prior to the adoption of this
amendment, and for the construction and repair of public
buildings, roads and bridges, streets, sewers and local per-
manent improvements, not to exceed fifty cents on the one
hundred dollars in any one year, and except as in the Con-
stitution is otherwise provided, and the road and bridge
and street tax herein permitted shall never exceed more than
fifteen cents on the one hundred dollars valuation, in any
one year.

Lost.

The joint resolution was ordered engrossed by the fol-
lowing vote:

YEAS—22,
Chesley, Gibbs, Matlock,
Collins, (ooch, Peacoek,
Cooper, Harris, Perry,
Davis, Houston, Pfeuffer,
Farrar, Jones, Randolph,
Fleming, Kleberg, Stratton,
Fowler, Martin, Traylor.
Getzendancr,

NAYS—3,

Evaus, Johnson of Collin,  Johnston of Shelby.

A message was received from the House informing the
Senate of the passage by that body of substitute Seoate
bill No. 14, *“ An act to provide for the payment of certain
debts of the State out of that half of the proceeds of sales
of public lands not belonging to the common school fund.”

Also, House bill No. 21, “ An act to provide for the sur-
render of charters of incorporated cities and towns in this
State, to authorize the counties wherein said cities and
towns are situated to become their successors, and to con-
fer such powers on the county commissioners’ court as may
be necessary for the government and well being of said
cities and towns.”

Also, of the adoption of House concurrent resolution in
reference to the committee visiting the grave of Ben
Milam.

Also, the adoption of House concurrent resolution in-
structing our Senators, and requesting our Representatives,
in Congress, to prevent the removal of troops and the
abandoument of military posts on the Rio Grande frontier.

The President gave notice of signing Senate bill No. 193,
“An act to provide for the improvement and repairs of the
Lunatic Asylum, and the enlargement of the asylum
grounds, and to make an appropriation therefor.”

Senator Terrell moved to suspend the regular order of
business, to take up Senate bill No. 14, “An act to provide
for the payment of certain debts of the State out of that
half of the proceeds of sales of public lands not belonging
to the common school fund,” reported from the House this
morning, with House amendment.

Adopted.

Senator Davis moved that the Senate concur in House
amendment to Senate bill No. 14,

Adopted.

Senate bill No. 10, entitled “An act to repeal an act en-
titled ¢ an act to prescribe the requisites of indictments in
certain cases,” approved March 26, 1881, except as to in-
dictments and criminal prosecutions pending at the time
this act takes effect,” was taken up and read third time.

Senator Davis offered the following amendment;
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Strike out the word *except,” and] all after it in the

caption.

Adopted by the following vote:

YEAS—I2,
Chaesley, Gooch, Matlock,
Collins, Harris, Peacock,
Cooper, Houston, Pieuffer,
Davis, Johnson of Collin, Pope,
Evans, Jones, Randoalph,
Fleming, Kleberg, Terrell,
Getzendaner, Martin, ‘Traylor,
Gibbs,

NATE—1,
Fowler,
Benator Tervell offered the following awmendizent:

“If the indictment be sufficient under the Constitution
and law.”

Withdrawn, and bill passed.

The following letter from Ben. E. McCulloch, assistant
superintendent of penitentiary, to his Excellency, Gov-
ernor Ireland, was presented to the Senate by the Presi-
dent, and referred to the Committee on Penitentiaries:

o ———

HunrsviLue, Taxas, February 13, 1888,
Hou, John Ireland, Governor of Texax, Austin:

Drar Bin:—There are incarcerated in this prison several persons
of unsound mind, most of whom are harmless, but one is at times
dangerous. There are also two persons who bave been blind a
short time, Tom Cullins, in whose case you receive a certificate of
the prison physician, by this mail, and Ben Williams, u negre, who
was seat in from a farm on November last.

Itake the liberty o call your sttention to these unfirtuaute peo-
ple, und would respectfully ask (a8 Dr. Bush has already done in his
biennisl report 48 to the insane), if it would rot be advisable to sug
gest some legislation for the relief of this cluss of crimipals.

i would also respecifully saggest that s law graoling to convicts,
a financial reward, setting apart a sum monthly, out of the money
that they earn for the Blate, o7 to be appropristed for the special
purpose, for the use and baneflt of their families while they are
here, or, if they be single men, let it accumulate to theirjeredit, in
order that when their time expires, they will have a small amount
on which to make a sfart in life, or to live upon until they can find
employment.

If this is done, I believe it would be a great stimitus to encourage
these peepe to s prompt obedience of the rules, and in fact, prove
1o be a prominent factor in carrying out the objeect of our peniten-
tiaries. b

.1 kpow you are very busy, but I trespass on your time and pa-
tience this much; feeling as T do an interest in these people,
Yours Truly,
Bexn. E. McCurLocw,
Assiatant SBuperintendent Penitentiary.

Senate bill No. 42, entitled “An act 1o amend chapter 3,
of title 17, of the Penal Cope, by adding avother article
relating to trespass unon enclosed land, and to punish the
same,” was taken up, read third time and passed.

Senate bill No. 103, entitled “An actto amend section 7,
of an act entitled ‘anact to give effect to section 2, article
9, of the Constitution, regulating the manner of removing
and locating connty seats, and to provide for the location
of county seats in organized counties where no county seat
has been created by existing law,” approved April 1o,
1879,” was taken up, read third time and passed.

Senate bill No 127, to be entitled “An act to reserve and
set apart three hundred and twenty-five leagues of land
heretofore surveyed for the benefit of the unorganized
counties of this State, and such organized counties as may
have located their four leagues of school land, or any part
thereof in conflict with said prior locations and surveys,
or which may from any cause fail to get title to the four
leagues of land they are entitled to receive under the law,”
was taken up and read third time. ’

Senator Traylor offered the following amendment:

In section 1, line 16, after the phrase “the number of
acres,” add “it may be entitled to from any cause or.”
Adopted by the following vote :
TEAB—23,

Chesley, Gibbs, Marta,
Collins, Gooch, Matlock,
Davis, Harrie, Peacock,
Evans, Houston, Perry,
Farrar, Johnsen of Collin,  Pfeuffer,
Fleming, Jolmston of 8helby, Pope,
Fowler, Jones, Traylor.
Getzendaner, Kleberg,

NAYE—TLORE,
The bill was then passed by the following vote:

YEAS—23,

Chaesley, Harris, Peacock,
Collins, Johnsoa of Collin, Perry,
Cooper, Johnston of Shelby, Pfeuffer,
Evans, Jones, Pope,
Fleming, Kicherg, Randolph,
Fowler, Martin, Tearrdil,
Getzendaner, Matlock, Traylor.
Gibbs,

The President gave notice of signing substitute House
bills Nos. 95 and 190, entitled “An act to provide for the
purchase of a site for, and the establishment, location and
construction of a branch asylum in North Texas, for the
care and treatment of the iusane, and to make an appro-
priatien for the same.”

Senator Johnston of Shelby moved to suspend the rules
and take up Senate bill No. 186, entitled “an act to pro-
teet hog raising in the State of Texas.”

Motion adopted, and bill taken up and read second time,

Senator Traylor offered the following amendment:

Add after the word “the,” in line 2, the word “ en-

closed.”

Lost,

Senator Davis offered the following amendment:

Amend the caption so as to read, “ an act to authorize
the owners of land to conscript other people’s hogs.”

Senator Pope moved to lay the motion on the table.

Adopted, and amendment lost, ’

Senator Matlock moved the previous question.

Motion seconded, main question ordered and bill ordered
en%rossed. '

The President laid before the Benate substitute for
House joint resolntion No. 5, * Granting leave of absence to
certain district and county judges of the State of Texas.”

On motion of Senator Terrell, the substitute for House
joint resolution was laid on the table subject to call.

Senator Cooper, chairman of Committee on Enrolled

Bills, eubmitted the following reports:
CoMuiTTER RooM,

Austin, February 18, 1883,

Hon. Marion Martio, President of the Senate:

Your Committee on Enrolled Bills have carefully examined aod
compared Senate bill No. 3¢, being * An act to amend article 1000,
of chapter 1, title 13, of the second section of * aa gct to adopt and
establish s Penal Code and a Code of Criminal Procedure for the
State of Texas,’ passed February 21, 1879,” and find the same cor-
rectly enyolled, snd have this day, at 11:30 o'cloek a. m., presented
the same to the Governor for his approval. )

Coorer, Chairman.
Cosaarree Roox,
Avustix, February 16, 1885,
Hon. Marion Martin, President of tha Seuate:

Your Committee on Enrolled Bills bave carefully sxamined ond
compared Senate bill No. 193, being “*An act to provide for the im-
provement and repairs of the Lunatic Asylum, the enlargement of
the asylum grounds, and 1o make an appropriation therefor,” snd
find the same correctly enrolled, and have this day, at 11: 80 o’clock.
& m,, presented the same to the Governor for his approval.

Coopnr, Chairmao.

The President laid before the Senate the committee subs
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stitute for Senate bill No. 1, a bill to be entitled *“Axn act to
further regulate the creations and proceedings of private
corporations, by amending articles 566 and 570 of the Re-
vised Statutes, and making an additional article, to be
known as article 574¢.”

Senator Terrell offered the following amendment:

Add to sub-division 26, section I, the following: “But
no private corporation shall hereafter acquire title to real
property in this State exceeding in amount six hundred
and forty acres, except under laws enacted heretofore, and
for services or public works done in pursusnce thereof.”

HBenator Gibbs offered the following amendment to
amendment of Senator Terrell:

Amend by inserting “county ” instead of ¢ State,” and
add “unless it is necessary to carry on some business in
which the land is actually used.”

Both of the above amendments pending on adjournment.

A message was received from the House announcing the
passage, by that body, of House bill No. 257, entitled “An
act to amend article 117, section 4, chapter 1, title 8, of the
Revised Statutes of Texas, providing for the maintenance of
lunatics by the commissioners’ court, when they cannot be
admitted in the asylum.”

The President then had the following communication
read by the Secretary:
Instrrote For THE BLIND,

AysTtin, February 16, 1883,

Hvu. Marion Martin, Lisutenaut-Guveruor:

Dgeay 8ir:—Flease be kind enough to invite the honorable Sena.
tors aud their officers to be present st an exhibition, which will be
given by the pupils st the 8lisd lustitute to-night. The exercises
will begin at 8 o’clock. No charge for admission for any others the
Senators may choose to invite.

Respectiully,
P Fraxk Raingy,

Superintendent Institute for the Blind.
Senator Houston, in order that the committees might
consider important matters to-morrow and report Monday,
moved that the Benate adjourn until Monday mornming at
10 o'clock.
Adopted.

THIRTY-FOURTH DAY.

: SenaTe CHAMBEE, %
Auvstin, Trxas, February 19, 1883,

Senate met pursuant to adjournment.

Lieutenant-governor Martin in the chair.

Roll called. Quorum present.

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. Smoot.

On motion of Senator Martin, the reading of the journal
of Friday was dispensed with, and the same adopted.

Senator Randolph presented a petition from the citizens
of Madison county, asking that the law enacted at the
called session of the Seventeenth Legislature, reducing
passenger fare to three cents per mile, remain and not be
repealed, and respectfully asking that laws be enacted to
prevent discrimination against persons and places in car-
rying freight, ete., and suggesting that such legisiation be
had as will be just to the railreads and just to the people,

Referred to Committee on Internal Improvements.

Senator Jones presented a memorial from the cormission-
ers’ court of Harris county, praying for the repeal of sec-
tion 1, chapter 9, of the acts of 1881,

Referred to Judiciary Committee No. 2. :

Also, 3 memorial of blacksmiths and earriage makers, to
the Legislature, praying for the Eassage of alaw giving a
lien on articles made or repaired by them.

Beferred to Judiciary Committee No. 2.

Senator Traylor, chairman of Committee on Claims and
Accounts, submitted the following report:

CoMmITTEE ROOM,
Auystin, February 19, 1883.
Hen. Marion Martin, Presidont of the Senate:

Your Committee on Claims and Accounts, to whom wns refsrred
Senate bill No. 253, entitled “Anp net for the relief of W, 8. Ander-
son, providing for the refunding by the State of certain taxes ille-
gally collected,” have carefully examined the same, snd s majority
of your committee instruct me to repor{ the same back with the re-

‘commendation that it do pasa.

All of which is respectfully submitted.
TrAYLOR, Chairman,

Bill read hirst time. ) A
Senator Davis, for Judiciary Committee No. 1, sub-
mitted the following report:
: Coumirree Roowm,
Avustin, Feliruary 16, 1883,
Hon, Murion Martin, President of the Sciste:

Your Judiciary Committee No. 1, to whom was referred Senate
bill No. 282, entitled '* An act to authorize the Attorney-Geueral to
procure an official seal for the use of his department,” have care.
fully examined the same, and instruct me 1o report back the accom-
panying substitute, snd recommend that such gubstitute do pass.

All of which is respectfully submitted,
. . Davis, for Commitiee.

Bill read first time. .

Sevator Davis, chairman of Committee un Kdueation,
submitted the following reports:

Coumirree Reos,
AusTIN, Februury 19, 1883.

Hon. Marion Martis, President of the Senate:

Your Committes on Education, to whom was referred Senate bill
No. 188, entitled ** An sct to amend section § of ‘ an sct to establish
a State normal school,’ approved April 21, 1879, have carefully ex-
amined the same, and instruct me to report the same back with the
recommendation that it do not pass.

All of which is respectfully submitted.
Davis, Chairman.

Bill read first time.
CoMmitTeEE RooM,
Auvprin, February 19, 1883,
Hon. Marion Martin, President of the Sevate:

Your Committes on Education, to whom was referred Henate
bill No. 205, entitled “*An act relating Vo teachers’ certificates of
qualification,” have carefully examined the same, and instruct me to
report back the sccompasying substitute, and to recommend thal
such substitute do pass.

Allof which is respectfully submitted.
Davis, Chairman,

Bill read first time.
. ComMITTEE RooMm,
Ausrix, Februsry 18, 18883,

Hoy, Marion Martin, President of the Senate:
Your Committes on Education, to whom was referred House bill -
No. 22, entitled “An act to suthorize and reyuire the county com-
missioners’ coarts of the several counties in the State {o provide for
the paymeut of all claims due teachers of public free schools, aud-
ited as valid claims under sctsof the Legislature of Texas, approved
August 7, 1876, or April 22, 1879, have carefully exsmined tle
same, »0d instruct me to report the same back with the recom-
mendation that it lie on the talle, to await action of Ssuste bill No.
-—, which has for its object the same result.
All of which is reapactiully submitted. .
Davis, Chairman.

Bill read first time.

Compuirree Roow,
Avstiy, February 19, 1883,
Hon, Marion Martin, President of the Spuate:

Your Committee on Education, to whom was referred Senate bill
No, 187, entitled “An act to establish the Sterling Robertson Nor-
ma! School,” have carefully examined the same, and a majority of
your committee instruct me to report it back with the recommenda-

. tion that it do pass.

All of which is respectfully submitted.
Bill read first time,

Pavis, Chsirman.



